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Sustainability Statement
Supporting packaging markets with responsibly built products and
sustainable solutions designed for circular economies.
Sustainability is an important pillar of Flint Group Packaging Inks’ business strategy.
We are in business to create value for our customers throughout the printing and
packaging industry.
We do this in a responsible, reliable and consistent fashion, ensuring growth and
reward for our customers, employees and shareholders.
Considering these guiding principles, Flint Group Packaging Inks has assembled a Sustainability Task Force in
order to share sustainable insights across our global business, with our customers, and along the wider packaging
value chain.

We are guided by the spirit of the UN Global Compact and its ten principles for ensuring responsible
business activities. Everyday our people and teams are committed to providing increased health, safety and

well-being whilst a continuous improvement programme is in place to reduce our current environmental impact
now and for future generations. An uncompromising integrity policy and strong ethical values set by our own
Guiding Principles ensure that you can truly rely on us for sustainable press room products and services.
This strategy enables Flint Group to deliver integrated solutions across three key dimensions of corporate
sustainability:
• Economic: Guiding corporate governance, code of conduct, risk and compliance.
• Environmental: Steering our goal to continually reduce our impact on the environment and ensure rigorous
reporting of progress against key performance indicators.
• Social: Driving corporate citizenship, labour practices, social reporting and human resource development.
We have established clear targets to reduce the environmental footprint of our operations; measuring and
publishing these in our Sustainability Report. Flint Group has set targets to reduce CO2 output by 20%, process
energy consumption by 20%, water consumption by 10%, and waste to landfill by 30% - across all our businesses.
As of 2018 close, we have reduced our greenhouse gas emissions by 34%, process energy by 19%, water
consumption by 56%, and waste to landfill by 2%.
A revised and updated Sustainability Report will be published during 2020.

Flint Group recognises the importance of all packaging materials in order to achieve the long term
goals of the UN. Goals such as the UN Sustainable Development: Goal #2 – “End hunger, achieve food security
and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture” – are essential to ensuring economic, environmental
and social sustainability.

It is estimated that today about one third of the food which is produced for human consumption is lost or wasted
instead of being used to fight hunger across the globe. We believe that both flexible plastic packaging and paperbased packaging have an important role to play in protecting food, reducing waste during transportation, storage
and consumption, whilst helping to increase the health and well-being of people all over the globe. We are acutely
aware of the impacts our products can have on the recyclability of all packaging types and are actively collaborating
with industry associations and value chain consortiums to design circularity into our products.
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Studies have shown that many packaging materials only have a minor influence on the environmental footprint
of packaged food. Only 5% of the environmental footprint of 1kg of packed food comes from the packaging
materials, while 15% is linked to transportation and 80% from production.
These numbers clearly demonstrate that protection of food by packaging at multiple points in the value chain is
essential and of net benefit to the environment. Light weight, highly effective, packaging materials can play a key
role in increasing the overall efficiency of packed goods and mitigating negative consequences for the environment.
Nonetheless, packaging must be collected, sorted and reprocessed effectively to ensure its intrinsic benefits are
realised.
Furthermore, the environmental impact of printing ink on a printed packaging material is less than 5%; when
calculated based on one kilogram of packaged food it is less than 0.25% (EuPIA Life Cycle Analysis: study on
printed paper and board and on plastic packaging, 2017). Whilst we understand inks and coatings have minimal
impact on the overall waste footprint, they can play an important part in enabling solutions to reduce packaging
waste.

Involvement with CEFLEX:
It is no secret that packaging can be mishandled and the resulting degradation of the environment via this
mismanagement is the focus of the packaging industry today. Infrastructure must be developed to collect, sort
and recycle all packaging materials, ensuring that the positive characteristics of their design are not mitigated by
immature waste collection and management systems.
The EU Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy (2018) has set clear targets for the recycling or re-use of plastic
packaging materials and is a positive step towards a future where packaging is truly circular. Flint Group is fully
committed to working towards these goals and has joined the CEFLEX (A Circular Economy for Flexible Packaging)
value chain consortium to ensure our efforts are aligned with all stakeholders.
Working closely with all participants along the packaging value chain, CEFLEX will outline a flexible packaging
circularity blueprint so that the targets of the EU Plastics Strategy can be achieved: by 2030 all plastic packaging
material which is placed on the EU market can be either re-used or recycled in a cost effective manner (similar
initiatives are also existing in other regions).
Flint Group fully supports the key pillars of the CEFLEX agenda:
• The first priority for a packaging material is that it must fulfil its key function to protect the food, guarantee
the health of the consumer and avoid food waste. Printing will continue to play a major role to ensure the
consumer is fully aware of the contents of the package, their origin and the brand’s credentials.
• Packaging materials need to be designed correctly for recycling.
• Packaging materials must be collected after their use, to avoid contaminating the environment.
• After sorting, the material fractions must be re-used or recycled into products for which a sustainable
market exists.
Being a member of CEFLEX means focusing on existing solutions for the recycling of plastic packaging materials
and working to develop new markets for materials which today have no viable recycling solution.

Four pillars support our sustainability platform:
• Ethically Managed
• Reduced Ecological Impact
• Built Responsibly
• Designed for Circularity
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Current developments for the recycling of plastic packaging:
Current recycling developments for plastic packaging are focused on mechanical technology which can
effectively recycle polyolefin-based (PO) packaging materials. These PO materials account for ~70-80% of
today’s plastic packaging waste. It should also be noted that today the recycling of plastic waste into food-ready
packaging film grades is not possible (with some exemption for rigid PET structures). The EU Commission has
recently announced that this challenge will only be addressed after 2021 within its legislation – it’s up to the
packaging industry to lead the way.
Flint Group understands that sustainability requirements may vary region to region. We believe that our
solutions need to address these essential requirements to aid the development of circular packaging
solutions:
• Universal ink systems for use on various (mono) polyolefin materials (surface and lamination; incl. barrier
material).
• Inks which support the recovery of in-process waste and/or energy.
• Inks which aid the light-weighting of packaging materials.
• Ink solutions which support the collection of post-consumer packaging material.
• Inks which do not disturb the waste sorting process.
• Inks which do not disturb the (mechanical) recycling process by gassing or corrosion of film extrusion
lines.
• Coatings containing barrier properties in order to avoid complex packaging material combinations.
• Inks which can be easily washed from printed packaging material in order to increase the quality of a
recycled PO or recycled PET material. De-inking is also an important topic for the recycling of printed
paper and board and has been considered by industry for many years already.
• Inks composed from sustainable building blocks: including raw materials sourced from renewable
feedstocks, or recycled materials.
• Services which support our customers to become more efficient printers.

At Flint Group Packaging Inks, we don’t think there is a ‘one size fits all’ solution to
the challenge of designing truly circular packaging solutions.
We do, however, see many opportunities to help converters and brand owners achieve
their sustainability goals and we look forward to collaborating with all participants in the
packaging value chain to ensure that packaging delivers more value, more sustainably,
for societies the world over.

Flint Group Packaging Inks: Supporting packaging markets with responsibly
built products and sustainable solutions designed for circular economies.
For more details, contact your
nearest Flint Group office or dealer.
Flint Group
www.flintgrp.com
info.packaginginks@flintgrp.com

The aim of our technical documents is to inform and advise our customers. The information provided herein is correct
to the best of Flint Group‘s knowledge. No liability for any errors, facts or opinions is accepted. Customers/Users must
always make every effort to ensure that the products employed are suitable and appropriate for the purpose intended.
No responsibility for any loss as a result of any person placing reliance on any material contained herein will be accepted.
Product names followed by ® are trademarks registered by Flint Group.
Version: 02012020

